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Press Release
If you harbour a secret nostalgia for huge mobile phones, paisley patterns and electro-funk music then a new film just released on to the festival circuit could be just what you've been waiting for. But even if the history of the Thatcher years is something you'd rather not be reminded of then its a reaction that the film's maker, media artist Richard Wright, is already familiar with. "I had enormous trouble finding costumes for the film", he explains, "everyone has thrown away their eighties clothes, some even deny ever having any - there's a real mental block about that whole decade".

But although "LMX Spiral" provides a glittering procession of eighties styles and iconography the film is not just a fashion statement. Described as an intellectual music video, this eight minute film loosely charts the experiences of the "The Lucky Fella" played by Simon Will, an ambitious but naively innocent young yuppie as he struggles to join in the success of the eighties brat pack. As we follow him through a series of scenes reminiscent of soap operas, music videos and life style adverts, we are taken through a decade in which the aspirational dreams of the eighties give way to disillusionment when faced with the unpredictability and corruption of the boom and bust years.

"'LMX Spiral' is about the transition from the enterprise culture of the eighties to the lottery culture of the nineties, like a psychological history of the last twenty years", says Wright. "You can trace this changing mood through fashion, clothes, music or design. Whereas during the eighties people believed that they could create their own space based on economic success and hard work, now they are much more insecure, prepared just to 'go with the flow' or take their chance on winning the lottery". The title of the film "LMX Spiral" stands for "London Market eXcess", a term used in the Lloyds insurance industry to describe the practice of re-insuring a policy over and over again,  increasing the risk at each turn in the 'spiral'. The film's climax is when a giant computer animated spiral of money and credit finally collapses seemingly under the weight of its own pretensions, a moment that Wright pinpoints historically as being 1987, "...the year you have the stock market crash and the great gales, and then the rise of Chaos Culture and rave music - it's from speed to ecstasy". 

The music track, composed by Walter Fabeck, alternates between a parody of action films, soap opera muzak and eighties high camp to evoke feelings of contrived triumphalism. This is finally overwhelmed by ambient rave music which is made to function as a kind of requiem for the eighties.

The film's attempt to tell a history by reassembling a panorama of visual references is similar to the artist's earlier works like "Heliocentrum" - a computer animation about Louis XIV made with Jason White. "LMX Spiral" is a densely layered mixture of live action and digital effects but made on a shoestring budget, all the post production and CG being produced on desktop computers. Like "Heliocentrum", it was produced through the ANIMATE! scheme, run by the Arts Council of England and part funded by Channel Four to encourage innovative and experimental new animations. Thirty-six films have been commissioned to date and the work is showcased in Channel Four's celebrated Fourmations series. Wright is now working on various projects including a skinhead film based on Stewart Homes novels and a larger scale project which he describes as "'Lost in Space' set during the English civil war...".

"LMX Spiral" was premiered at the International Animation Festival in Cardiff in June 1998, the British Short Film Festival in London in September and at the Pandemonium festival in October. It is distributed on video by London Electronic Arts (020 - 7684 2782, dist@lea.org.uk).
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